Cogenhoe & Whiston Annual Parish Meeting
Held on Wednesday 27th April 2022, 7.30pm
at Cogenhoe & Whiston Village Hall, York Avenue, Cogenhoe, NN7 1NB

Minutes
1.

Welcome, Cllr Jon Bailey, Chairman Parish Council

Cllr Bailey welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.
Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr’s Brown, Biggs & Scott, Revd Eddie Smith, Lawrence Howes (NHW), Jane Vaughan &
Gareth Goddard.
20 residents attended the meeting
3. Unitary Councillor’s reports
Cllr Andrew Grant attended the meeting and gave a history of how the unitary council had come to be, stressing that
we can’t change history and that the formation of the new West Northants Council had been made even more difficult
by the pandemic. However, the new authority had been formed to represent a population of 405,000, 174,000
households with 1524 miles of roads, 165 town & parish councils and 184 schools, with a budget of £917m (£326m of
which is specifically for education). When the new authority had been formed it had nearly balanced its budget but had
no capital, it now has £180m + £42m earmarked for capital projects so progress has been made. Several controversial
topics have had to be dealt with, such as charging for green waste collection and harmonising of council tax. He
advised that there was currently a parliamentary boundary review, but this would not have any implications for
Cogenhoe & Whiston. There would also be a boundary review of the West Northants area to even out the distribution
of members. Cllr Grant thanked the council for welcoming him to Parish Council meetings which he had enjoyed
attending.
Q Where can residents buy the compost that the garden waste is turned into?
A Not sure but will find out.
4. Signing of Minutes of last Parish Meeting 28.4.21
The minutes of the meeting held on the 28th April 2021 were signed.
5. Matters arising
No matters arising
6. Explanation of Neighbourhood Planning & plans for Cogenhoe & Whiston to formulate a plan.
Alan Munn -Planning Policy & Conservation Manager
Growth, Climate & Regeneration Place & Economy Directorate
West Northants Council
Q Jon Bailey – the Parish Council believes it is worth engaging in the process to formulate a plan although
acknowledges it will be a lo
of work and a lengthy process. For it to have any value it needs residents to be involved and buy in from the whole
village so that the
plan is robust.
Q How long is the process?
A Approx. 2 years
Q Thought this had been done before
A This was a parish plan but hadn’t led to an adopted document
Q What would the parish gain from a plan as they were not there to prevent development?
A 2 main benefits
- Allows the villages to identify what is important to them, if site allocation is also done this gives a more robust
footing for supporting / objecting to planning applications.
- The adopted document gives an extra layer of protection to support planning decisions.
Q When does 5 year land supply stop?
A Current supply goes up until 2029, unsure re what happens after that. Current supply is not met in Northampton
town which makes villages surrounding it vulnerable to planning applications.
Q We should be protecting agricultural /arable land in light of the current war in Ukraine and the implications for
wheat production.
A Planners always look at versatility and quality of land (including flood plains).
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7.

Police Report

2

3

4

Some frustration was expressed by residents at the lack of visible policing, non-attendance at parish Council meetings
and the lack of knowledge about rural crime rates and rates of detection.
The subject of speeding was raised, Cllr Cunnington explained the parish council’s actions in purchasing the speed
detection device and the results from that – the majority of cars are travelling within or just above the speed limit. He
stressed that if residents think there is a problem in a specific area to contact the Clerk and the device could be used to
gather data from that area, if a problem did exist this would be advised to the Police. He stressed that the council do
take resident’s concerns very seriously which is why they had paid for the repeater signs on Whiston Road.
It was agreed that the Clerk would raise these issues with the OPFCC.
8.

Chairman’s report (including village hall)

Welcome to all for attending and good to see so many villagers. You will hear (unfortunately) rather a lot from me but to start here is my Parish
Council report which covers the year to today.
Parish Council Membership
This year we had the very sad loss of Albert Stanton in this new year after a short illness. Albert always contributed to the discussions at the
parish council and he was for many years our Internal Controls Officer who monitors the finances of the parish council on behalf of the
councillors.
Back in May 2021 we had the first council elections for a very long time. All existing councillors were elected. At the annual parish council
meeting I was elected as chairman (again). Subsequent to this we had two further residents co-opted as councillors, Gina Goddard and Maxine
Snedker. Unfortunately, due to time pressures Maxine has had to resign from her post. We have recently co-opted Jeff Holland to fill the
position of Albert and we hope to soon be able to replace Maxine.
I would personally like to thank again the Clerk (Deborah Rush) for her great efforts over the last year which have resulted in the Village Hopper
continuing to run and the parish council to continue to be run very efficiently. She has also taken on the extra load of helping run the village hall.
Unitary Councillors
I would like to thank primarily Andrew Grant who has attended the vast majority of the Parish Council meetings to present a report on the
Unitary Authority actions and take questions. Steven Clarke has also been very visible on Facebook and supportive in our village.
Pocket Park Committee
Councillors Cunnington (Chair), Biggs and Snedker were appointed to this committee.
Village Hall Committee
5 members of the parish council serve on this committee representing the council. They are Councillors Bailey (Chair), Scott, Darby, Grubb and
Goddard
Platinum Jubilee Working Party
Members appointed were Madeleine Adams (Chair), Councillor Bailey, Tessa Bailey and Elaine Borrow.
Village Hopper
The bus has continued to run during the pandemic with a slightly increasing usage. Thanks, as usual to our two great drivers Lisa and Gary
who continued to provide the service over the last year. We have had a couple of minor issues relating to the weather and bus breakdown but
otherwise the service has run as scheduled.
During last year we decided to change our bus to hire it from a new company. The cost increased slightly but in return we got a much better
service if we had breakdowns and for the maintenance of the vehicle. We had our first new bus in September last year.
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Recently, however, at short notice we have had to replace the bus with one leased from a different company. After hard work from the Clerk,
we now have a white bus in place of the silver bus.
We have received grants to help cover the loss of concessionary fares (from WNC) and also from the government through their Bus Service
Operators Grant. They will not occur for ever but have been a godsend over the last year. During the year we had a £8,000 Covid grant and
further £2,400 grant from WNC to help cover loss of ticket revenue. We also had to repay £21,000 as an over payment of BSOG.
For interest, in Oct 2019 we sold 1066 tickets plus 753 concessionary fares and in Oct 2021 we sold 353 plus 454 concessionary fares.
Billing Sewage works
There have been a number of continuing complaints from villagers to Anglian Water about the ‘smell’ from the sewage works. Jean Grubb has
attended a number of meetings on behalf of the parish council with the management of the site (and others) and a number of actions have
been identified to help remove the problem. Some of those actions seem to have been less than effective but Anglian Water continue to work
on resolving the problem and we continue to engage with them. It is most important that if you have a complaint about the smell then you
complain to Anglian Water. Their website enables tell you how to do this.
Gravel Extractions
Work continues in the valley moving towards the village. We continue to monitor the work to ensure the extraction company is following the
planning application that was approved. We have had no particular issues over the last year, but residents should contact the council if they are
concerned. We have good relations with the management of the site.

Commented [JB1]:

Community Outreach
For a full report see the Parish Council website. The Parish Council now employs Madeleine (Maddie) Adams to increase our community
outreach. For a full report see the Parish Council website but this is summary of her report.
Since fortnightly Community Lunches started last year with a cost of £5 per attendee, they have consistently been well-attended, with an
average of between 12-16 attendees each time. There are no age-limits on attendees and all locals are welcome to attend. Most of these
attendees are now regulars and say how much they look forward to each lunch – as the social aspect has become an important part of their
routine. The meal is prepared by The Mud Kitchen at a discounted rate. All lunches have an after-dinner activity, planned and led by Maddie –
these have included games and craft related activities.
Building on the success of Community Lunch, we hope to start providing a Lunch Club for local residents with dementia (or similar) which they
can either attend by themselves, or with a partner or carer.
An Xmas lunch was held which all agreed was a great success. A full Christmas dinner was provided along with music and entertainment.
Father Christmas put in an appearance and a present was given to all those attending by the Parish Council who generously donated £200 to
the event.
A Storytime event has been held fortnightly for the younger children of the village (and their parents). All the children have been under 3 and
some even under 1. Initially this had few attendees but has recently had increased attendees. Feedback from parents is that they value the
opportunity to attend this kind of provision locally. The story is always supported by props and an opportunity to play with related objects and
toys.
Memorial Clock Installed
For the Queens Diamond Jubilee Party in the Park in 2012 £3,000 was raised which the village decided should be spent on a Memorial Clock.
After a public consultation the design was chosen and the clock was installed on the village hall on the 22nd December 2021.
There was still surplus money some of which has now been spent on 4 ‘Tommy’ silhouettes to be installed near Remembrance Sunday at the
entrances to the two villages.
Speed Monitoring Device
The speed monitoring device has been used in a number of locations suggested by villagers and a summary of the results is below. Thanks to
Councillors Cunnington and Biggs for their support.

The police reasonably always ask for evidence before they will take any action on speeding. Despite what we would consider evidence of
speeding (in particular in Whiston Road) they have decided not to take any action. We have escalated this within the police service.
Community Orchard
After an initial suggestion from Jean Grubb a small working group was formed to get a Community Orchard planted in the village. The Village
Hall Committee gave approval for it to be located on its land at the bottom of the playing field. The Parish Council allocated £1,200 to pay for
the trees and sundries. Phillip Hollowell and his sister Sue Cooke provided invaluable advice on what to plant and when, and the small group of
Councillors Darby, Brown, Packer and Stanton between them have made it happen.
On the 27th March 2022 a number of villagers helped plant the trees and attached plaques with names of loved ones against those trees. All
would agree this has been a great success.
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Other Actions
A further 1,000 daffodil bulbs were planted last autumn by the path from The Piece to Church Street following a very kind £100 donation from a
resident. Favourable comments have been received.
Money has been received to enable us to plant bulbs (later in the year) round the village sign,
Neighbourhood Plan
Details to follow.
Village Hall
Report to follow.
Grants Made/agreed
£1,000 to Cogenhoe Sea Scouts towards installing an outdoor covered area.
£200 to Xmas Community Party
Finances as at 31st March 2022 (unaudited)
Parish Council - Reserves £28,175
Village Hopper – Reserves - £34,273
Village Hall – Reserves - £13,295
Parish Council Precept – set at £30,000 same as last year.
.
Reminder
All meeting minutes are published on website and all council meetings are public held in Village Hall. Dates are published on Parish Council
website.
Questions
There will be an opportunity for questions at the end but if anyone has any now then please do speak….
VH & PF Chairman’s Report to Cogenhoe and Whiston Annual Parish Meeting – 27th April 2022
Committee Changes
We welcomed Gina Goddard (as parish council representative), James Howes as Pre-school representative, Paula Foster (The Mud Kitchen
Café) and Gareth Goddard as Cricket Club representative onto the committee over the last year. The committee consists of 4 parish councillors
(under my chairmanship) and representatives from village organisations and significant village hall users. The Clerk to the Parish Council
(Deborah Rush) is also clerk to this committee. We meet 2 monthly in a public meeting at the hall.
Village Hall Building Changes
Work was completed on the internal changes, to budget after a few snags were corrected. The floor in the back corridor is getting scratched.
Subject to the cost, we intend to tile that and the area round the changing rooms.
The internal lights were replaced by brighter LED versions. We expect the cost of this to be paid back over less than two years. The lights in the
toilets and some of the corridors were also give movement sensors. The outside floodlights were all replaced with LED bulbs with dawn to dusk
sensors.
Other minor internal work included a repaint (by the Mud Kitchen) of the York Room and the sorting of the plugs in the York Room so they are
on a different circuit to the heaters.
A number of items were purchased for the hall over the year. The include, 3 table trolleys, partitions for the main hall, a cooker for the new
kitchen, a new hoover, a portable sound system, an outside water tap, a grit bin, a ‘real’ Xmas tree for outside and an artificial one for inside.
Finally, WIFI was installed for the use of the users of the hall.
Mud Kitchen Cafe
The kitchen was refurbished by the village hall at a cost of £12,000. The Mud Kitchen then installed their own appliances.
The kitchen opened on 14th August 2021 and opens 5 days a week – Wednesday to Sunday. According to the owners they have had a
successful start. They have organised a number of events themselves including some craft related and they run a monthly farmers market in
the main hall. The hall purchased a cover for their outside door to protect people from the rain.
Cricket Club
The cricket team returned to the playing fields with their first proper match on the 2nd of May 2021. The village hall committee are delighted to
have the club using our facilities and the club are pleased to be back.
The state of the playing field grass has greatly improved due to its regular cutting by the club during the cricket season (thanks to Paul and
Daniel as the main ‘cutters’). The village hall committee also contracted with the club to cut the grass over the winter time. Again, that has much
improved the grass.
The playing field now would benefit from some weedkiller and maybe a ‘spiking’. The committee and the club are in discussion about how to
achieve this.
Play Fields and Play Area
2 extra swings were purchased and installed outside the fenced off play area. A flat and a basket swing.
The basketball net was to be moved to next to the play area and a new playing surface installed. A thermoplastic cycling area was installed
where the basketball net used to be.
The skate board park was removed as part of the installation of the cricket wicket and turf was laid in its place partially funded by the cricket
club.
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2 picnic benches and two further benches with covers were installed by the play area. The fence from the skateboard park was installed along
the car park, A path of paving slabs will be laid next month across the front of the village hall from the mud kitchen doorway alongside the hall
to the back gate entrance. The main car park gate will be moved soon.
Football pitch
We have continued with our existing football team (Delapre FC) and have no significant problems of any sort with their use. They now are using
the changing rooms which they stopped using during the pandemic.
The two portable goals have proved popular as they are often to be seen in various positions around the playing field.
There is an issue with goal mouths, in particular with the one nearest the cricket wicket. This will need to be addressed in the short term.
Hall Bookings
Thanks to the efforts of our Parish Clerk (Deborah) and the improved hall facilities we have had a significant rise in the number of bookings for
the hall. There have been a number of one-off bookings – primarily for children parties but we have also recently added a 3 times a week
outside fitness class. We have also had a football class and a children’s drama class. We continue to have many future new bookings. Given
that this is our main source of income (aside from the Mud Kitchen Café and the Pre-school) this is most encouraging.
Santa visited the hall in early December at his grotto. All children (and adults) seemed to enjoy his visit.
After a 5 year freeze, we slightly increased the hourly usage fee for all users.
Community Outreach
The Parish Council now employs Madeline (Maddie) Adams to increase our community outreach. This will be part of the Parish Councill report.
We also have a weekly prescriptions collection service from Denton Surgery. You sign up at the collection time or with the surgery and get your
prescription delivered to the village hall. Date and times are listed in the Parish Magazine.
Future projects
We are keen to make our hall more ‘green’. The LED lighting has helped but we have commissioned an Energy Performance Certificate to help
us decide how best we can improve our hall. In the meantime, we are getting quotes to finish off the insulation in the main hall where the stage
used to be and for sound baffles in the main hall to improve the acoustics.
Finally, any questions

No questions
9.
Reports from Village Organisations
Neighbourhood Watch
from Lawrence Howes; coordinator of Cogenhoe Neighbourhood Watch
Good evening everyone,
Please accept my apologies that I am unable to be here in person. A member of my family is in the extremely vulnerable group for Covid
so we are still avoiding gatherings.
I am pleased to be able to report that Cogenhoe Neighbourhood Watch scheme has shown sound growth over the past year. Our group
now has 166 members making it the largest NHW village scheme in Northamptonshire by a substantial margin. This is excellent; villages
with significant schemes are proven to be less attractive to criminals.
Cogenhoe is still a low crime rate area but crime continues to move on-line. To counter this, members receive dynamic notifications of
active scams and other crimes occurring around us. You can help Cogenhoe remain low-crime by taking sensible precautions, including
being in our Neighbourhood Watch. Membership of our scheme is completely free of charge and easy; just scan the QR code with the
Parish Clerk or on our village posters. We also have a new Facebook page.
As the Covid situation has eased, Neighbourhood Watch litter-picking has recommenced and we are often joined by others. It really
makes a difference, thank you to all who participate.
I would also like to thank all the Neighbourhood Watch members for continuing to be part of village life and I especially thank the Parish
Council and Clerk for their constant and invaluable support.
St Peters Church
Jenny Smith reported that St Peter’s was now part of the renamed benefice of Wymersley, this name has a historical significance for the
4 villages. Having weathered covid the churches are now back open with services every Sunday with bell-ringing once again. Please
check the website for times and locations. There are many other events also happening such as open the book and the Church coffee
mornings. She advised that Revd Eddi is on sabbatical for May and cover would be provided by herself and Irene. The last Sunday in
May would be a rogation walk, this would follow the historical route with stops along the way to pray. St peter’s was also providing
strawberry teas for the Jubilee on Thursday 2nd June and rining for the beacon lighting that evening.
Pre-School – no report and no-attendance
Pocket Park
What it is
• Location and purpose - enjoyment of the local community
• Statement on the website
• Continued high usage through Covid times
• Used by Scouts
• Hope to be used by School and Pre-school
Who we are
• Pocket Park run as a committee - why this is good
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•
•

Who is on the committee
Funded by the Parish Council

Key achievements
• General maintenance and risk assessments
• Bluebell area cleared and planted with native bluebells
• Pond cleared
• Inlet pipe replaced
• Pond dam replaced/repaired
• Bridges repaired and replaced
• New steps cut in
• Drainage added where water table has been high
• New noticeboard installed
• New Short Lane gate installed
Volunteering
• Core set of volunteers - Sean, Jim, Helen, Sue, me
• Help from the Cricket Club
• Fantastic turnout for the pond clearance day - more than 20 people
• Monthly working party days
• Next one on Sunday - fix small leak in pond dam, permanent fix for boggy area, new mesh on bridge by pond, replace missing trail
posts
Footpath warden
In general, the footpaths in the two parishes of Cogenhoe and Whiston are in good condition, mainly due to the very dry weather we
have been experiencing during the last few weeks. Most of the paths are walked regularly, although for various reasons, the ones in the
Whiston area have not been covered as I would have liked.
Rights of Way will hopefully carry out appropriate mowing, twice during the year, as they usually do.
Some weeks ago, we were informed that the footpath, KF4, which crosses the fields from the bend on Mill Lane to Whiston Lock, is to be
diverted due to the mineral workings being carried out by Hansons. Whilst we have been given a plan of the diversion, it is yet to be put
in place. It seems that it will effectively mean using the Nene Way permissive path rather than crossing the fields. In the last two days, I
have been informed that Rights of Way are still unaware of where and when it will come into effect. However, I have been told it could
be in place for eleven years. I suspect this is a catch all situation because I cannot imagine there being enough gravel to keep Hansons on
the site for that long.
Regarding the Nene Way, I have been reporting annually that we expect it to become a definitive path at some point. Apparently, there
are still legal issues to be overcome and it is possible that the landowners, whoever they are, may not be minded to create a definitive
path, preferring to leave it as a permissive path.
I am afraid I have to repeat my annual gripe that horse riders continue to use footpaths which are restricted to walkers. There are
sufficient bridleways in the parishes without the need for using footpaths which are damaged by the hoof marks of the horses and can
be so deep that a walker could turn an ankle. Short Lane, footpath KF17, is particularly heavily used by horses even though there are
signs prohibiting horses and wheeled traffic at the entrance. Some of the signs further along the path have been removed or damaged,
presumably by riders who object to being told what they cannot do.
T C Coles
Parish Path Warden
Walking group
Cogenhoe Walking for Health has been going for more than eleven years now and we still have founder members who continue to walk
regularly. This is a national scheme with groups all over the country, coordinated by the local councils, in our case originally South
Northants but now West Northamptonshire Council. They, I think, are still getting to grips with how it all works.
Over the years, the scheme has had various sponsors, most recently The Ramblers. We are about to undergo a change of name. No
longer will be “Walking for Health” but from the end of this week we shall be “Wellbeing Walks”. This apparently will more accurately
describe the objective of the scheme which seems to have brought in lots of Medical Centres and Social Welfare organisations.
We shall continue to walk on alternative Thursdays, starting from the Scout Hut at 10am. We generally cover between two and three
miles and return to the Scout Hut for tea, coffee, biscuits and a chat.
If we all turned up together, there would be more than fifty walking. We are very welcoming and continue to have new members
arriving from time to time even after eleven years so.
We also have a Saunter Group, led by Elizabeth Packer which meets on the intervening Thursdays at 10am at the Village Hall for a
slower amble around Cogenhoe, returning to the Village Hall for refreshments and social chat.
T C Coles
Cogenhoe Walking for Health Group

Ladies Fellowship
Jenny Smith reported that the ladies fellowship group is affiliated to St Peter’s, Jackie Allen is the chair. The first meeting back will be the
the AGM in July. There were approx. 30 members who enjoyed a varied program, gentlemen are welcome as visitors.
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Heritage Society
Firstly, I would like to thank Peter and Ann Alexander for their efforts over the years for the Society. Peter unfortunately had to resign as
chairman in April 2021 due to new extra commitments. I therefore took over as Chair alongside John Grubb, Robert Vaughan and Terry
Coles on the society committee.
I would like to start with repeating the sad news that, as you all likely know, we lost one of our founder members (Albert Stanton) who
died this new year after a short illness. He provided much useful input over the years in particular on financial matters. Condolences to
Jill and family.
As we are all aware COVID has impacted on the society over the last year. We have, however, been able to continue with our monthly
talks and thanks to all those speakers and society members who have had to deal with the use of Zoom technology during the majority of
the year. We did also hold a few talks in the main hall here at the village hall last Autumn. Feedback was mixed. Some were happy to
come back to the hall albeit socially distanced and some found the acoustics unacceptable. We have therefore decided to recommence
physical meetings in the York Room. Less space but better acoustics.
We still have a very good number of members and have increased our membership over the year. The number increased over the year.
The magazine has been a great success under the production of Robert Vaughan. Well done to Robert. The magazine has added to our
membership as well as providing some very interesting reading.
We do still have a significant amount in reserves but we do have a number of projects that might well incur significant expenditure.
Thanks to Terry for his efforts as treasurer.
Thanks to John Grubb for his efforts on the website and publicity.
So, to come on to the society projects.
Firstly, Ted Barnes has restarted work on the map project now called “A Historical Atlas of a Northamptonshire Village". which will tell
the history of the village in map, plans and diagrams. We hope that the society will be able to publish this in 2023. Of more immediate
interest is another book Ted is working on to hopefully publish this year called ‘The Makers and Shapers of a Northamptonshire Village’.
It covers the 10 people who have shaped Cogenhoe and made it what it is today. He hopes to give a number of society talks in
conjunction with this book. Both should be very interesting and I will keep you updated with progress.
Next, Robert has been looking into carrying out some archaeological work in the village. In the first instance that would be a
magnetometer survey on land near the old part of village near the church. We now have an organisation lined up who we hope will carry
out the survey and we have landowners’ permission.
Next, myself and Steven Hollowell are working to produce a new version of the Two Villages book which had many interesting photos of
old Cogenhoe and Whiston. This will have some never seen before photos. We expect to publish this in 2022.
Green Plaques. As you are likely aware we have a number of Green Plaques fixed to buildings in the village along with an accompanying
leaflet (to be found in the lobby of the village hall). After a survey Robert has identified 10 further sites and has permission from owners
to attach the plaques. We are currently going through the process of applying for a grant to pay for the cost of these.
We had a society trip to 78 Derngate (using the Village Hopper bus) which unfortunately was not very well attended. We hope to
organise a number of visits to nearby sites in conjunction with society talks. There will be a narrated walk down Church Street this
summer.
Finally, as the society’s contribution to the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June, Robert is coordinating work to put on an exhibition in
the village hall over the 4-day celebration focussing on the Queen’s reign and Cogenhoe.
My last word (I promise) is to thank my fellow committee members for their efforts over the year and to the members for sticking with
us over the year. I wish a safe year to you all.
Jon Bailey
Chairman Cogenhoe and Whiston Heritage Society
Sea Scouts – no report and no-attendance
Cricket Club – no report and no-attendance
Football Club – no report and no-attendance
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Jubilee Celebration working party

10.

Open forum

Cllr Cunnington thanked the cricket club for their help with the recent Pocket Park maintenance morning and their offer of a financial
contribution. He also reported that the under 11’s would shortly be playing matches on the playing field having played during the
winter at Wollaston School.
Comment was made that WI had closed due to a lack of officers.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.30pm

11

