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Opening of the Coffee@Carey, Hackleton 27 July 2021 
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cutting the ribbon to open Coffee@Carey. 
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NEWS REPORT AUGUST 2021 
I have great pleasure in presenting my third Monthly News Report for the Parish Councils and 
residents of Hackleton and Grange Park.  Over the last three months, I have got to know more and 
more of you either on Facebook or in person whilst out and about across the entire ward.  You have 
given me lots of casework and I am now involved in resolving many issues on your behalf.  
 
Each month, more and more of you are using my Facebook: Stephen.Clarke.31924 and responding 
to my postings on the Community Group pages across Hackleton and Grange Park.  Hackleton and 
Grange Park is a very large area, but by following my daily postings, you will see just how busy I am 
on your behalf.  In this Monthly News Report, I try to cover matters that I have been directly involved 
in at your behest.   That way there should be little overlap with other reports you might receive.  All 
three of your Councillors are working in the best interests of the community and you will deal with 
us all on different issues from time to time. 
 
Enjoy your summer break if you can get one.  I am just looking forward to having a well-earned rest 
locally.   So, you can still contact me if you need to. 

 

PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK 

Grand Opening Coffee@Carey, Hackleton 
All three of your WNC Councillors went to 
Coffee@Carey, Hackleton for the 'Grand Opening' 
on 27 July at 10.30am. Andrea Leadsom met Fran 
and Rev Jennie outside the Community Coffee 
Shop at Carey Chapel, Hackleton. Afterwards she 
met the volunteers and enjoyed some 
refreshments. This is not my first visit and I was 
pleased to be back at the Coffee@Carey and 
meeting up with my friends from Hackleton.  
Coffee@Carey is more than just a place to grab a 
quick drink and a snack. It will also be a place where 

friends come to socialise, work, or just escape for a relaxing break. I 
am confident that the Grand Opening will be just a springboard to 
the success of Coffee@Carey.  I had a great time catching up with 
those of you that I had been working with over the problems with 
the Larkfleet site off Lyne Walk, Hackleton.  You will hear more 
about this next. 
 

Planning Enforcement, Hackleton 
As you know, I have been busy this month with several planning enforcement issues in Hackleton. 
They relate to Larkfleet Construction, which was not complying with its Construction Management 
Plan September 2020.  It started with non-compliance with Condition 7 as shown in 
S/2020/1691/COND.  However, there have been a few site layout discrepancies with the 
Construction Management Plan, particularly with the location of the Health and Welfare Portacabin, 
which was in the wrong place for a prolonged period. It should have been at the top left-hand corner 
of the site. (See the site layout below).  The Construction Manager has now sorted out this problem 
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after my considerable involvement and escalation.  Since then, I have also tackled the issues of the 
Bridle path with Larkfleet, which they have agreed to maintain, excessive cars and HGVs parking 
indiscriminately on Lyne Walk, hours of working and complaints about the location of foundations 
in relation to neighbouring properties.  
 

On 5 August 2021, I met the Construction 
Manager on the Larkfleet site again to discuss the various problems regarding parking. It seemed 
quiet on Lyne Walk after I heard and saw the photographs of the excessive number of vehicles 
parking on the road, verges and footpaths the previous day.  I understand that Larkfleet has written 
to all the residents of Lyne Walk and Elm Way. Please keep me informed of any further 
developments and I will do likewise.  Although, they met the initial enforcement requirement, they 
have still some way to go to deliver housing on this site and Construction sites regularly face layout 
problems; particularly if space is limited. There is often too little room for suppliers to unload their 
products, things are not cleaned up after use and then everyone must find a space for their vehicles. 
Unfortunately, it is the residents that are severely impacted by this. Therefore, I made it clear that 
Larkfleet needed to get their contractors to address this matter straight away. I am pleased to report 
that they have finalised their negotiations with an adjacent site owner for the parking of vehicles on 
a separate site and I am told that they are very close to making this change. 
If residents wish to register their concerns then they should complete the on-line planning 
enforcement complaint form via the WNC website, as follows: 
Home > Planning and building control > Planning enforcement > South Northamptonshire > Report 
a breach of planning control > Begin this form... 
If we are to take subsequent action, then it is important that, residents fill in these forms. I will of 
course continue to work on these issues on your behalf.   If any resident has issues with this 
development, then it is helpful if you attach a photograph or a copy of any logs that you have taken 
to your planning enforcement complaint form. 

Brafield on the Green 
I attended the Brafield-on-the-Green Parish Council Meeting on 19 July, 
and I presented a few highlights from my monthly report.  I thanked 
them for allowing me to share their NHS 5th July event and provided an 
update on the Brafield 'Fix My Street' escalations that I had carried out 
on their behalf. I also gained a better understanding of their current 
issues, particularly the heavy HGV traffic on 
the Bedford Road. I look forward to catching up with them again soon. 

They meet bi-monthly, and their next meetings are to be held on the 20th September and the 22 
November 2021.   
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Grange Park Parish Council and SEGRO 
 Over the course of this month, I have been in conversation with SEGRO regarding Grange Park 

Parish Council’s request to be included in 
their Community Fund Scheme.  Grange Park 
Council was advised that residents of Grange 
Park were experiencing relatively few or 
limited negative impacts from SEGRO and 
that they are a major beneficiary of the 
investment into the enhancement to M1, J15. 
Therefore, they were not considered eligible 
for a grant.  From a highways perspective the 
proposed development relies fundamentally 
upon the delivery of the A508 Roade Bypass 

and in combination with the added capacity at J15 of the M1.  It is difficult to understand why 
Grange Park should have been treated differently to the other local communities.   Grange Park 
Council believe that they should have been included in the Community Fund Scheme at the 
outset.   On their behalf, I chased Gary Gaskarth, cc Andrew Pilsworth, MD, National Logistics.  My 
email was eventually passed to Kate Bedson, Senior Director who wrote to me on the 20 July.  We 
agreed to meet as soon as possible to discuss this matter.  This meeting was scheduled for 18 
August. (I will give you a further update next month).  Kate said in her response to me that there is 
some discretionary funding for local community projects that they can administer on an annual 
basis, but that they cannot revisit the initial Community Fund Initiative for Grange Park Council, 
which is at the heart of the present line of enquiry.    

 

Hartwell Church Fete 
I went along to the Hartwell Church Fete at Grange Farmhouse, Park Road, Hartwell on 14 August. 
It was great to have a chat over a cup of tea and cake in the sunshine. All proceeds were for St John 
the Baptist Church, Hartwell.  There are lots of fund-raising events during the month of August and 
I am enjoying the opportunity of getting to know more and more of the communities across 
Hackleton and Grange Park.  
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Mud Kitchen Café, Cogenhoe & Whiston Village Hall 
The Mud Kitchen Cafe at the Cogenhoe and Whiston Village Hall, York Avenue, Cogenhoe, NN7 1NB 
opened the weekend of 14-15 August.  I arrived on the Saturday morning in good time to meet Paula 

and Sean Foster as they 
served breakfast; coffee 
and cake to a steady 
stream of customers 
who like me were keen 
to check out this new 
facility. It was good to 
be there as their new 
venture took off and to 
experience a very fine 
bacon roll and coffee. I 

wish them all the best with this new initiative. 
They have lots of energy and some great ideas and I am sure it will become a real social hub for the 
village. I wish them all the best for the future. 

  
 

Grange Park Summer Fest 

Grange Park Summer Fest is being held on the 
4th September from 1.00pm-8.00pm at 
Foxfield Country Park. Grange Park Parish 
Council extended an invitation to all three of 
their WNC Councillors. I was delighted to 
accept and agreed to help on the day.  I have 
worked with WNC to ensure that the Council 
will collect the recycling waste that is 
generated at the event.  I have also secured 

the attendance of two Council officers who will man a stand and advise those present about the 
benefits of recycling and the WNC Litter Charter. 
 

Quinton 
I received a warm welcome to my first Quinton Parish Council Meeting on 20 July. It is our intention 

for one of us to attend on a 
rotation basis. That way the Parish 
Councillors will see all three of us 
over the course of the year. 
Congratulations to Leslie Rooks, 
who was co-opted as a new 
Councillor. I presented a few 
highlights from my monthly report 
and I gave them an update on my 
appointment as Lead member for 

the Rural Services Network. I provided an update on the Quinton 'Fix My Street' escalations that I 
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had carried out on their behalf. I also gained a better understanding of their current issues, 
particularly the 2 Courteenhall Estate Applications and the potential impact of the closure of 
Washbrook Road together with their play equipment project. I look forward to catching up with 
them again soon. They meet bi-monthly, and their next meetings are to be held on the 21 
September and the 16 November 2021. 

Fix My Street Pothole Denton Road, Horton 
This was escalated to me on 14th July 2021. The 8" 
pothole on Denton Road, Horton was getting bigger, 

and cars were now swerving to avoid it onto 
the other side of the road. This is now a 
matter of Health and Safety. Gigaclear have 
also been working on the road and have 

damaged it. I have escalated it on Fix My Street, and I will give you an update in due course. 

Significant Flow of Water- Fix-My-Street, Brafield-on-the-Green 
I posted a surface water problem on Fix-My-
Street, Northamptonshire twice recently. 
Despite alerting Highways to the fact that this is 
a long-standing issue which has been passed 
backwards and forwards between Highways and 
Anglian Water, they immediately transferred it 
yet again to Anglian Water and they assigned a 
Reference number 20361546 to the job. There 
are significant issues with running water from 
an unknown source in the highways verge at 

Brafield on the Green. It has been going on for a significant amount of time with no one taking 
responsibility. As this matter had been outstanding for years, I wrote to Anglian Water impressing 
upon them the need to let me have a proper report of their findings so that the necessary action 
could be taken to sort this matter out once and for all. I have now heard from Anglian Water: 
"Good morning Steve, 
Thank you for your query regarding the source of the flowing water. I am sorry for the delay in 
coming back to you. I can see that Anglian Water have sent both our Water networks team and 
our Water recycling team to double check the source of the water. They carried out a chlorine test, 
which found no chlorine present and listened for leaks and none were found. Then the Water 
recycling team were sent to double check if there was any issue with the drainage causing the 
leaking water. They carried out an Ammonia test and found no Ammonia present, which indicates 
that the water is not foul sewage. Therefore, Anglian Water believes the water flowing to be a 
spring, which would be the responsibility of the local highways department at the council."  
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As a result, on 15 August, I escalated he problem with Highways yet again asking them to 
communicate with me directly at stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk to assure me that they will 
now act. I want to be able to assure residents that Highways are now investigating this matter with 
a commitment to achieve a resolution to a matter, which has been outstanding for some time. I will 
keep you updated. 

Quinton Surface Flooding 

On 21 July, Quinton Parish Council made me aware of a ‘surface flooding’ problem. There are 
repeated surface water drainage issues with heavy rain. I have escalated this problem to WNC, 
provided details of where the main flooding occurs, which is up School Lane and along Preston 
Deanery Road. The Parish Council is trying to find out who has responsibility for the drains, we know 
it is highways up to X but beyond the circle towards the fields no one is taking responsibility. We 
need to find out who is responsible for the circled area. Now Highways and Anglia Water say that it 
is not their responsibility. Clearly this matter needs to be resolved and I am seeking WNC assistance 
as to how best to take this forward and with whom. WNC must have details of the land ownership. 
I asked them to investigate and get back to me as quickly as possible as this matter now needs to 
be addressed urgently.   On 29 July I wrote again to my contact at Highways regarding Fix My Street 
report 2899716.  On 13 August I chased them yet again.  I have impressed upon them that they need 
them to deal with my request.  I will update you next month.   

 

PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning Appeals 
Since my appointment, I have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South 
Northamptonshire.  The update for this month is as follows: 

• Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed 

• Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed 

• Bakesley Hill, Greens Norton- Awaiting decision 

• Greens Norton, Land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn 

• Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Awaiting decision 

• Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Hearing Scheduled 20 September 2021.  
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Nicholas Boys Smith, Office for Place 
At the LGA 21 Conference the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, 
Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP confirmed that Government had appointed ‘Create Streets’ founder 
Nicholas Boys Smith to lead the new body ‘Office for Place,’ which will oversee the creation of design 
codes for neighbourhoods throughout England. The new national organisation has been established 
as part of a far-reaching overhaul of England’s planning system. The body will be responsible for 

helping local authorities to create design codes, which will be 
embedded into local plans. Robert Jenrick said that there would 
be a ‘very, very strong’ emphasis on design – and the roles of 
design guide and codes – in the new English planning system. 
 
He envisions design codes being created for local 
neighbourhoods and possibly even individual streets – meaning 
each local authority will have to oversee the creation of several 
local codes. The codes will be based on local materials and 

vernaculars, as well as what is popular among residents. He also confirmed that there would be a 
‘fast track for beauty’ in the new planning system, which rewards applicants who submit schemes, 
which are in keeping with local design codes.  
Under the government’s proposed new planning system, councils will be obliged to create local 
plans which prescribe all local land as in a ‘growth area’, a ‘renewal area’ or a ‘protected area’. 
The path to planning permission will be streamlined for developments in either of the first two 
zones, with outline permission automatically existing for ‘growth area’ schemes and those, which 
are of a desirable use-class in a 'renewal area'. 
When this was first announced in September last year, RIBA president Alan Jones hit out at the 
'inconsistencies in the government’s approach, which he said needed to be urgently tackled. He 
said: "Just 22 days ago, the extension of the permitted development policy took effect, allowing the 
conversion of offices and shops into housing without adequate space or light, and opening the door 
to the next generation of slum housing. How can this possibly support aims to 'place beauty and 
design quality at the heart of all new developments?'" 
He added: "Alongside recruiting a diverse range of architects and built environment professionals 
to sit on this new design body, the government must tackle the resource gap in local authority 
planning departments, particularly the shortage of qualified design expertise. If design codes go 
beyond aesthetics and drive spatial and sustainability standards, they have the power to do good – 
but only with the right support for community engagement and professional design expertise." 

 

Local Government Chronicle, 9 July 2021 
Robert Jenrick, MP, Secretary of State for MHCLG has now 
been accused of rolling back from key elements of the 
Planning Reforms in the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) 
on 9th July 2021. Ministers have been accused of being in a 
“state of flux” over their flagship planning reforms. 
Mike Kiely, Chair of the Planning Officers Society, has 
launched a stinging attack on the shake-up amid an 
apparent government rethink on some of the proposals in 

the planning white paper. 
The LGC quote Mr Kiely as saying at the Local Government Association annual conference: “I think 
if I got the secretary of state, the housing secretary and the chief planner in the room and fed 
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them a truth drug I still wouldn’t know what the planning reforms are because I think they are in 
a state of flux given the difficult politics around it.” 
He bemoaned the lack of the detail in the planning white paper, but added: “What it did have, 
we've seen the secretary of state rolling back from in his speech earlier this week.” 

At the LGA conference on Tuesday, communities’ secretary Robert Jenrick said the government 
would not “rip up the planning system” despite Boris Johnson having said previously the aim was 
to “tear it down and start again”. 
Mr Jenrick appeared to reveal that the government was scrapping the idea of setting a national flat 
rate for an infrastructure levy that will replace section 106 agreements. He said section 106 would 
be replaced with “much more predictable, transparent levies, which will be locally set”.  
Mr Kiely said: “You can't set a standard rate and (the) government I think has now realised that.” 
The government has also previously come under fire for its formula for working out housing need 
in local areas, with high-profile Conservative MPs forcing a U-turn on the approach. Mr Kiely 
branded the situation – and the approach to house building targets – a “mess”. He said: “The notion 
that we need to build 300,000 new homes is not empirically based, it’s a political number.” He 
called for the Office for National Statistics to produce the data on how many homes are needed 
although he also suggested the agency should look at its own methodology. He added: “In order to 
have a conversation as a chief planner with my councils and councillors, the starting point has to 
be that these are the number of homes that you will need to build over the next few years in order 
to house your children and their children.  The 300,000 figure and the nonsense in terms of the 
way it's being distributed with the 30 largest conurbations having a 35% increase is not the basis 
for that conversation, and therefore that really does need to be addressed.” 
Earlier in the debate, Professor Janice Morphet, visiting professor at UCL’s Bartlett School of 
Planning, echoed Mr Kiely’s remarks about the shift on the planning shake-up. “A key problem for 
planning… is uncertainty,” she said. “Since last year and the white paper we’ve had another period 
of planning uncertainty which has been compounded by some of the points in the Secretary of 
State’s speech this week. “When the white paper was first published, we heard that the 1947 [Town 
and Country Planning] Act was going to be swept away…and now this week we hear that perhaps 
that isn't going to be the case and there's no need to start again.”  So, let's wait and see what 
transpires.  

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Litter Charter 
WNC has launched a new Litter Charter that sets out how the council will actively tackle litter by 
working with community and voluntary groups, providing education and taking enforcement action 

against those who drop litter across the whole of West 
Northamptonshire.  The Charter includes a pledge to work 
with fast food restaurants - to prevent littering of their 
packaging and takeaway boxes - and regularly review the 
provision of litter bins and frequency of litter picking in hot-
spot locations. It additionally sets out how the council will 
target offenders through regular patrols and the use of CCTV, 
with heavy fines for those who litter. This is not just about 
clearing litter. The Council intends to introduce education 
programmes in schools and communities, together with a 

robust enforcement policy. This together with plans to ensure that there are enough bins, in the 
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right places, with the correct emptying and maintenance schedules will support the excellent work 
of the many volunteers who give up their time to help keep their local communities clean and tidy.  
At the same time of issuing the Litter Charter WNC also produced a new version of our Guide to 
Organising a Community Litter Pick.  It contains all the information that a Parish Council or 
community group would need to organise a safe and productive community litter pick.  It also details 
the support that the council can provide for such events, provision of equipment, sacks and 
collection of the litter.    WNC wasn’t loaning out equipment during the pandemic, but I am happy 
to say that equipment is now available again and is kept at our depots in Daventry, Towcester and 
Northampton.  Both documents can be found at www.westnorthants.gov.uk/litterchampions.  If 
you wish to organise your own litter pick then the council will support, you in doing so.  
  
I also have arranged for two members of the WNC Waste team to attend the Grange Park Summer 
Fest on the 4th September at Foxfield Country Park (See later in this report). They will bring copies 
of the Litter Charter and the guide with them, and they will be happy to talk it through with members 
of Parish Councils and others on the day.  

Assessment of Flood Risk within England 
On Tuesday 20 July 2021, the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, (MHCLG) 
released an updated version of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and on the same 
day the Environment Agency released an update to climate change allowances for Flood Risk 
Assessments. The impact of these changes on individual projects is yet to be determined. However, 
I have included it here as the changes in the NPPF and the Climate Change guidance could have an 
impact on the outcomes of certain projects. 
The main change to the NPPF within the Flood Risk and Coastal Change context is related to the 
scope of study and the requirements for the Sequential Test. The updated text in the NPPF states 
that: 

“All plans should apply a sequential, risk-
based approach to the location of 
development – taking into account all 
sources of flood risk and the current and 
future impacts of climate change – so as to 
avoid, where possible, flood risk to people 
and property.” [Paragraph 161, NPPF 
2021] The inclusion of all sources means 
that the need for a Sequential Test may be 
triggered if a site is in an area at high risk of 

surface water or groundwater flooding. However, the guidance on the process for applying the 
Sequential Test has not yet been updated and still only refers to the Flood Zones (fluvial and tidal 
flood risk). 
Potential Impact: 
For sites, which are currently subject to a Sequential Test, the scope of the study may need to be 
increased to consider the flood risk posed by surface water, groundwater, and other flood sources. 
For sites, which are not currently subject to a Sequential Test, the Local Planning Authority may 
require that this be undertaken so that the risk from all sources of flooding can be Sequentially 
Tested. 
The NPPF states that for sites allocated through local plans then provided a Sequential Test was 
undertaken at the plan making stage, it is not necessary to undertake a Sequential Test. 

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/litterchampions
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Applications for some minor developments and change of use should not be subject to the 
sequential or exception test. 
There are several changes introduced by the latest guidance from the Environment Agency relating 
to which climate change allowances are relevant in which area and clarification on which allowance 
to use. The Surface Water and Tidal allowances remain the same as previously provided. However, 
the river flow allowances have significantly changed. 

 
Where previously England had been split into ten River 
Basin Districts, the new approach divides these ten River 
Basin Districts into 92 smaller Catchment Management 
areas, each of which has its own climate change 
allowance value. 
For example, within the Thames River Basin District a 
70% allowance has been used to determine the design 
flood level for most developments. This was based on 
the Upper end allowance for the 2080’s. However, the 

new guidance states that for many developments the Central allowance should be used. Within the 
Thames River Basin District, there are 17 Catchment Management areas, the Central allowance for 
which ranges from 10% to 35% with an average allowance of 21%. 
At present there is no guidance on how to implement this change when a site is located within a 
Catchment Management area, which is downstream of another Catchment Management area with 
a different predicted response to climate change. 
Furthermore, as a result of this change, I am not aware of any current flood models held by the 
Environment Agency that contain the new climate change allowances. Many of the models had not 
been updated to reflect the previous update. Consequently, determining the crest levels of flood 
defences or the design of finished floor levels for habitable use, they may be at risk of being based 
on an interpolation of previously provided flood level information. It sounds as if there is much more 
work to be done before we can fully understand the implications. 

Local Authorities want new powers to decarbonise 
Transport 
Local Authorities want new powers to decarbonize transport 
including reducing the cost of connecting electric vehicle (EV) 
charging networks to the grid, to deliver Net Zero. At the recent 
international climate change summit on 13 July in Birmingham, a 
joint communiqué, signed by 32 local and regional leaders, 

proposed a series of measures to help cut emissions. The International Net Zero Local Leadership 
Summit was co-convened by the Mayor of the West Midlands, Andy Street, and UK100. Alongside 
cutting the cost of connecting EV charging networks to the grid, the communiqué calls for a clear 
and long-term plan and resources for the decarbonisation of new and existing buildings and homes. 
The signatories included 32 Mayors and Leaders from major cities and urban areas like the West 
Midlands, Glasgow, Cardiff, London, Greater Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Bristol, Newcastle as 
well as rural areas like Cambridgeshire, South Gloucestershire, the West of England and Cornwall.  
The Climate Change Committee recently estimated that local authorities could influence around 
one third of the emissions in their local areas through place shaping and partnerships. The 
communiqué is also calling for ‘strategic energy bodies (or similar mechanisms) to address market 
failure’, which it says would ensure a duty of collaboration between public bodies with 
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responsibilities around waste, transport and planning - like local councils - and the energy 
infrastructure companies known as ‘distribution network operators’ (DNOs). 
 

Environmental Principles and Framework.  
On 13 July, WNC Cabinet approved its intention is to work towards a target of NET Zero carbon at 
an ARC level by 2040. 
Cabinet agreed to: 
1. Endorse the Arc shared environment principles  
2. Support the development of an Arc Environment Strategy  
3. Adopt the proposals in the WNC Task and Finish Group 
report subject to: The commitment to purchasing 100% ‘green’ 
energy is understood to mean electricity generated and gas 
produced without the use of fossil fuels, and to apply from 
October 2021 or as soon as possible thereafter. In order to 
accommodate this, they agreed an increase in the energy 
budget of £25,000 in the current financial year and £50,000 in 
2022/23 The current year cost is to be met from in-year 
underspends or from General Fund balances if required. 

Litter Animation Competition Winners 
Last month Northamptonshire Recycles 
challenged Key Stage 2 pupils across the county 
to create a short animation of no more than 20 
seconds of the issues of litter in their school or 
across the wider community. On 16 July, West 
Northamptonshire Council announced the 
winners of the competition. Newbottle and 
Charlton Primary School, near Brackley with its 
winning entry by William Kelly and the second-
placed film produced by Athena Hogan and 

Imogen Unger – all Year Four pupils, won the £200 prize. The videos, which focus on the impact that 
littering has on our ecosystems, was shared on West Northamptonshire Council’s social media feeds 
as part of the anti-littering campaign. The competition winners' teacher, Melanie Hirst, said: “The 
children were so excited when I told them about the competition. They are truly passionate about 
environmental issues and they are always keen to act when it comes to protecting and saving the 
planet. We’re delighted to win.” 
Congratulations to the winners, whose films do such a wonderful job of showing the harm litter has 
on our wildlife. 

Odours from Chicken Farm 
I was recently alerted to the on-going issue of odour complaints from a Chicken Farm. I asked our 
Environmental Inspection team for an update and enquired whether the Council needed to perform 
a site visit to review whether they were meeting their previous commitment. I have since heard 
from the Environmental Inspection team, that they can investigate whether a statutory nuisance is 
being caused by odour from the farm's activities. In doing so they need to be satisfied that odours 
from the farm are excessive compared to what would reasonably be expected from a similar farm. 
We would also need to obtain evidence to demonstrate that odours occur from the farm on a 
frequent and regular basis and cause the complainants the loss of reasonable use and enjoyment of 
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their property. They also need to be witnessed at the complainant’s property by officers of the 
Environmental Protection team. In addition, they recommend that any odour complaints be 
registered with the Environment Agency so that they can investigate for any potential breach of 
permit conditions. The Environmental Agency’s contact details can be found at the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/gover.../organisations/environment-agency. If the odour relates to muck 
spreading, then DEFRA can provide further agricultural practice guidelines. 'DEFRA Code of Good 
Agricultural Practice.'  Of course, for WNC to investigate a complaint then complaints should be sent 
via our websitehttps://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/info/287/pollution/218/smell-odour-pollution 
or alternatively residents can contact WNC on 0300 126 7000 and press option 3 to speak to our 
support team. I just thought it might be useful to reiterate the need for residents to record their 
complaints for action to be taken. 
 

RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN) 

About RSN 
I have been confirmed as the WNC Lead representative on the Rural Services Network (RSN) 

previously known as SPARSE. I will be ably supported 
by, Councillor Alan Chantler, Member for Braunston 
and Crick. 
The Rural Services Network is a Special Interest Group 
of the Local Government Association. It is a 
membership organisation and works on behalf of its 
members as the national champion for rural services.  
It supports its member organisations through the 
sharing of best practice and rural expertise and is an 
advocate on their behalf to ensure that the rural voice 

is raised up the agenda with parliamentarians and decision makers. I was previously the 
representative for South Northamptonshire Council, and I am very familiar with the service they 
provide to the rural sector on behalf of rural communities.  As the WNC lead representative, I will 
of course keep you and the Council informed as to RSN’s news and recommendations to 
Government.  In this connection, I have produced my first quarterly report and I will distribute it 
separately to Parish Councils. 

Pub is the Hub 
I attended a RSN Seminar Enabling Rural Business on 28 July 2021.  They had three guest speakers 
and I wanted to let you know about John Longden, OBE, CEO of Pub is the Hub. He spoke about the 
social value of pubs and publicans providing services to communities. He told us about Pub is The 
Hub and their new research, which highlights the social value publicans and pubs create by providing 
local services. Pub is the Hub is an independent Not for Profits company.  It exists as a result of 
donations and relies on volunteers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency?fbclid=IwAR3GX_WQvlLKWXYPy8GVTlDjVwGyt5LfOgNxiC3ME50YfKmqrIQab2D8lwg
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There are 12 experts in the company who can speak freely, and they do not receive salaries. They 
operate on the basis that a rural pub isn’t just a pub with an asset value it has a social value in the 
community. He reckoned that for every £1 invested they would realise £9 in social value to the 
community. As a result of COVID they now focus on investment that generates social value. There 
has been an increase of 36% relating to different services such as Cafes, Libraries, Gardens, IT 
training etc. In future all projects will be expected to demonstrate social value. It really doesn’t need 

to cost much as a grant of £3k could provide £27k worth of social value. You can apply for a £3k 
grant from their community services fund.  This gives you access to experts in the licensing trade 
before making any decisions on diversifying. This advice is free of charge and they have grants of up 
to £3k. They also provide PR and Media coverage free of charge. They have helped over 700 pubs 
to diversify. 35% of the publicans that they advise go on to complete the projects. It’s the Publican 
that creates the value, he said. Some publicans have been having a hard time with Loans and Finance 
and those that have taken out £20k-£80k loans are facing financial hardship. However, Projects 
carried out during lockdown are now becoming permanent features. One publican has connected 
with a Local Authority to tackle loneliness and enables help to combat it in local areas. So, what 
have they learnt during COVID? They thought that when COVID came about things would stop. But 
it’s been quite the reverse. They have seen how small investments are providing social, economic 
and sustainable value by implementing local solutions to the various problems. There are lots of 
case studies on the web site. They have an encouraging Diversification Fund with 1,000 schemes 
including ‘Prescribe Health and Well Being.’ The Pub and Business World will not go back to what it 
was like before COVID. He told us about a scheme to help rural pubs in East Sussex to branch out 
into new local services in partnership with Wealden District Council and East Sussex County Council. 
They have a toolkit available which might be useful. All you need is an inspirational publican and a 
Champion for the Local Area. They have a lot of regional interest from Parish Councils and some 
good case studies. They can be contacted as follows:  
Telephone No: 01423546165; enquiries@pubisthehub.org.uk 

mailto:enquiries@pubisthehub.org.uk
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AUDIT & GOVERNANCE 

Audit and Governance Committee 
I attended my third WNC Audit and Governance Committee Meeting at the Guildhall, Northampton 
on 28 July.  I had 436 pages of reports to read and digest beforehand.  As a result, I had quite a few 
questions about the various audit reports, particularly in relation to the Annual Audit reports of the 
Predecessor Authorities.  We also discussed the Audit Planning Report for the year-end 2021 and 
the Internal Audit update for 2021-2022.  There is much to do over the course of this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Rt Hon Sajid Javid, Minister of State for Health and Social Care 
The Rt Hon Sajid Javid, Minister of State for Health and Social Care closed the Local Government 
Association Conference 2021 on the 9th July. He told us that government would set out "the general 
sense of direction" of its plans to reform social care “quite soon. However, Sajid Javid signalled that 
the anticipated announcement would not reveal the full plan.  
He complemented Local Government for focusing 100% on public services even at the most difficult 

of times over the past 
year. He had always 
enjoyed working with 
Local Government 
especially Health and 
Social Care.  
He said that he thought 
that the general public 
had more trust in Local 
than Central 
Government. 
He spoke about Tracy 
Daszkiewicz who was 
Wiltshire Council ‘s 

director of public health at the time of the Novichok attacks in Salisbury in 2018. The reason she 
was so effective was that she knew the City better than anyone else and she was able to work with 
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the police and intelligence services to identify the toxin as nerve agent Novichok. She did a huge 
amount of work to protect the city and its residents behind the scenes. 
The immediate priority post pandemic is to look at everything that is needed to improve the health 
of the country. He had every confidence that we can rise and meet the problems together. 
He said that the priorities of the Government were: 
 

• Social Care Reform that was sustainable, 

• Hospital Discharge Funding (September) and 

• Preparing for the Next Wave in the Autumn. 
 
He said, “Whilst we can’t announce the whole Plan, then we will be in a position to announce the 
general direction soon. Whilst looking at the Hospital Discharge funding we are going through the 
wave now-Infections are rising in line with what was expected so we will still open on the 19th 
July.  Vaccination has given us a wall of defence. Over 65% of the adult population have had 2 
vaccinations and over 85% have had 1 vaccination. There is a weakening of the line between 
hospitalisations, cases and deaths. If you don’t open the country now, then, when do you? “ 
He said that he was determined to approach social care with the same spirit of integration and 
innovation seen through this pandemic.   "It’s a big in-tray. The biggest I’ve had at any department 
I’ve led, and I’ve run five. My immediate priority is to help get us safely out of this pandemic. But 
I’m mindful I’m not simply the “Covid Secretary”, I’m the Secretary of State for Health and Social 
Care. I’ll be looking at everything under the sun that’s going to improve the health of our great 
country. We can see there are a huge lot of challenges ahead. But what I know from looking at 
those challenges, I know about the incredible capabilities of local government and I have every 
confidence that we can rise to meet those challenges together."  "That is something I am very 
much looking forward to.” 

Improve Care Across Northamptonshire (ICAN) 
On 15 July, Councillors approved a recommendation to improve Care Across Northamptonshire 
(ICAN).  
Councillors approved one-off revenue funding of up to £1m to be agreed from general fund balances 
to contribute to the iCAN programme, subject to satisfactory evidence of a likelihood of a positive 
return on the investment.  
 
The reasons for this recommendation are: 

• To respond to national guidance and requirements including the white paper Integration 
and innovation: working together to improve health and social care for all (Feb 21) and the 
formation of the ICS (integrated care system) since April 2021.  

• To support the realisation of benefits across health and social care to achieve improved 
outcomes for residents, reduced operating costs and to reduce reliance on acute hospital 
care  

• To utilise health funding to support the joint objectives outlined  

• To progress the proposed changes before the winter of 2021 in order to secure early benefits 
and changes in ways of working ahead of anticipated high demand in hospitals and risk of 
poorer outcomes. This will minimise the risks and uncertainty of both demand and costs that 
are predicted for winter 2021.  

• To further enable the integration of Adult Social Care and Health. 
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Northamptonshire Health and Wellbeing Board (NHWB) Annual Report 2020/2021 
At the WNC Full Council on 15 July 2021, Councillors were asked to note the Northamptonshire 
Health and Wellbeing Board (NHWB) Annual Report 2020/2021. This report includes information on 
how the Board has met its statutory duties, such as approval of the Northamptonshire Better Care 
Fund 2020/2021, publication of the Director of Public Health Annual Report, overseeing work on 
the refreshed Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment, as well as additions to the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment made throughout the year.  

The NHWB Board was a forum set up to enable key leaders from across Northamptonshire to secure 
better health and wellbeing outcomes for the local population, better quality of care for all patients 

and care users, better value for the taxpayer and 
reduce health inequalities by shaping the future of 
services through a more integrated approach to 
commissioning health and wellbeing related services.  

The report provides information on Board 
membership, governance, how the Board undertook 
oversight of its statutory duties during April 2020 – 
March 2021, and a review of business from its 

meetings.   The report also includes work overseen by the Board’s three sub committees:  

• Mental Health Crisis Concordat  

• Prevention Concordat  

• Healthy Workplaces  

The last section of the report discussed the next steps in 2021/2022 for Health and Wellbeing Boards 
following creation of the new unitary councils and implementation of a statutory Integrated Care 
system for Northamptonshire in April 2022. 

Safeguarding Adults 
The Northamptonshire Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB) launched a campaign on Monday, 16 
August to raise awareness about how people can register a concern if an adult they know is at risk 

of harm and abuse.  The #ReportIt campaign 
follows a survey carried out in December 
2020 which found that 45 per cent of 
respondents didn’t know how to report a 
concern. 
Everyone should know how to spot signs of 
abuse and the actions that should be taken if 
they have a concern.  Statistics show that last 
year in Northamptonshire (2020-21) 5,118 
concerns were received. 
Of those: 1,368 required further action, 54 
per cent of abuse was due to neglect, and 31 
per cent occurred in the person’s home. 
The #ReportIt campaign includes social media 
messaging, vinyl banners in town centre car 

parks, publicity materials for hospitals and businesses, as well as posters to display on buses. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/reportit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUcbOkygTtFwrHJvHeyAdUjAo3WjxHsovNDZHadNujX9bfPbglVXKWUYPDiYq-V20JKTEy9ulFAIVKS9RgtfhgpoHjKWZGunVjQX1OQP3cSjmGpdyd_cBLIIDwJJDltR5g&__tn__=*NK-R


Councillor Steve Clarke 
HACKLETON AND GRANGE PARK 

 

 

20 

COVID-19  
Public Health Officials implore Northamptonshire’s residents to continue to test, get both jabs and 
adopt COVID-Safe behaviours, as self-isolation is no longer required for double vaccinated close 

contacts and under 18s.  
From Monday 16 August, people who are 
double vaccinated or aged under 18 are no 
longer legally required to self-isolate if they 
are identified as a close contact of a positive 
COVID-19 case by NHS Test and Trace. The 
rule will apply if the individual is either 
under 18 or has received their final dose of 
the vaccine at least 14 days prior to contact 

with a positive case. 
Close contacts are still advised to take a PCR test as soon as possible to check if they have the virus 
and for variants of concern but will not be required to self-isolate while they wait for the results. 
Anyone who tests positive following the PCR test are still legally required to self-isolate, irrespective 
of their vaccination status or age in order to break onward chains of transmission. People can order 
a PCR home test online or by calling 119 or can undertake a test at a local test site. 
As double jabbed people identified as close contacts are still at risk of being infected, Public Health 
officials are urging people to adopt other precautions such as wearing a face covering in enclosed 
spaces, and limiting contact with other people, especially with anyone who is clinically extremely 
vulnerable. 
The following groups will be required to self-isolate, should they be identified as a close contact of 
a positive COVID-19 PCR test result: 
• Those who have not received both doses of their COVID-19 vaccination 
• Those who have received their second dose within the last 14 days 
• Those who have tested positive following a PCR test 
• Those who have been fully vaccinated and are displaying COVID-19 symptoms (they must isolate 
until they have the result of a PCR test). 

 
All residents are being reminded that if they have symptoms, they must get a PCR test and, even if 
they have no symptoms, to take twice weekly Lateral Flow Tests. It’s important not to confuse the 
two and put others at risk. 
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EDUCATION 

The Turing Scheme 
From September, over 40,000 students will be able to study and work abroad thanks to the new 
Turing Scheme. The Government is awarding grants to 120 universities, as well as school and 

colleges across the UK, with 48% of places going to those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to work and learn in another country- from 
Canada and Japan to Germany and France and will broaden 
minds and sharpen skills. Until now, this has been an 
opportunity disproportionately enjoyed by those from the 
most privileged backgrounds. The Turing Scheme has 

welcomed a breadth of successful applications from schools and colleges across the country, 
reflecting our determination that the benefits will be shared by all.   

 

Fair Access Protocol, new Schools Admissions Code 2021 
West Northamptonshire Council, as the local authority, is raising awareness of changes to the Fair 
Access Protocol in the new School Admissions Code 2021, which comes into force on 1 September 
2021. This consultation is to enable schools, as well as other potentially interested parties, to 

register their views and opinions. Each local 
authority must have a Fair Access Protocol, agreed 
with the majority of schools in its area, to ensure 
that unplaced and vulnerable children, and those 
who are having difficulty in securing a school place 
in-year, are allocated a school place as quickly as 

possible. The School Admissions 
Code (2021) includes changes to 
the Fair Access Protocol and states 
that: "The [Fair Access] Protocol 
must be consulted upon and 

developed in partnership with all schools in its area. 
Once the Protocol has been agreed by most schools 
in its area, all admission authorities must 
participate in it". For more information about the 

Fair Access Protocol for 2021, please read the Draft West Northamptonshire Fair Access Protocol 
(PDF 568KB). An Equality Screening Assessment (PDF 207KB) has been completed to evidence what 
impact the proposal may have on equality groups. This consultation ran from Thursday 15 July to 
midnight on Sunday 15 August 2021. 

Cabinet agreed Variation of Admission Arrangements 
On the 13 July the WNC Cabinet agreed to the variation of the admission arrangements for 
2021/2022 and 2022/2023 as described below:  

• To amend the first oversubscription criterion for all Community and VC Schools to give the 
highest priority to: ‘looked after children and all previously looked after children, including 
those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care outside of 
England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. Previously looked after 
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children are children who were looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted 
(or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order).  

• To agree that WNC’s new In-year scheme can be included in the admission arrangements.  

• To approve the new FAP, subject to consultation with schools in West Northamptonshire.  

• To authorise the Director of Children’s Services to take any action necessary to give effect to 
the admissions policies and to make any changes necessary to the admissions policies where 
required to give effect to any Acts, Regulations or revised School Admissions or School 
Admission Appeals Code or binding Schools Adjudicator, Court or Ombudsman decisions 
whenever they arise.  

• Any variation agreed will be conditional on the Code passing through Parliament.  

• All such variations should come into force on 1 September 2021. 
All references to previously looked after children in this Code mean such children who were adopted 
(or subject to child arrangements orders or special guardianship orders) immediately following 
having been looked after and those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been 
in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.’  
 

Free School Meals 
Just under 9,500 families whose children are eligible for free school meals during term time have 
now also received vouchers of £90, which can be spent at many of the major supermarkets over the 
six-week summer holiday. This equates to £15 per child each week. WNC has been working with 
schools to gather lists of eligible pupils after the Government announced the Household Support 
Grant Scheme to pay for free school meals or fuel costs in June. After schools provided lists of 

eligible pupils, WNC generated 
individual pupil vouchers and 
returned them to schools so they 
could distribute them to the families 
who need them.  Schools with the 
largest number of eligible pupils 
received the vouchers first and the 
rest in descending order in time for 

the start of the school holidays. 
Department for Education figures show 17,901 children in Northamptonshire were eligible for free 
school meals in January – 15% of all state school pupils in the area. This was up from 12% the year 
before, and at the highest level since comparable figures began in 2015-16.  To find out more about 
the free school meals scheme in West Northamptonshire, visit: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/school.../free-school-meals. 
 

CONSULTATION 

DCMS Research 
Would you like to contribute to government policy? The 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), is 
currently researching the impact of mobile coverage in rural 
areas. This is part of the Shared Rural Network programme which 
aims to increase mobile network coverage across the UK to 95%. 
Now, DCMS wants to find out how this programme can help you 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals?fbclid=IwAR1Axw3VPjNyGftRSCNbpOE8KszbgY7yTI9V4WHvvhSPVuOpITeOYZIE0kc


Councillor Steve Clarke 
HACKLETON AND GRANGE PARK 

 

 

23 

in your daily life. It particularly wants to hear from you if you live or work in rural UK! You can 
participate via this link or email Laura.Hensel@dcms.gov.uk to request to complete the survey over 
the telephone. You can also contact Laura Hensel at the email address above if you have any 
questions about this research. 

Have your say on the Council’s Constitution 
How the Council exercises its powers and duties in accordance with the law is set out in its 
Constitution. The Constitution describes how the Council operates, how decisions are made, and 
the procedures that are followed to ensure that it is efficient, transparent and accountable to its 
local citizens. 
The purpose of the Constitution is to: 

a. enable the Council to provide clear leadership to the community in partnership with citizens, 
businesses and other organisations. 

b. support the active involvement of the public in the process of local authority decision-
making. 

c. help councillors to represent their constituents more effectively. 
d. enable decisions to be taken efficiently and effectively. 
e. create a powerful and effective means of holding decision-makers to public account. 
f. ensure that decision-makers are clearly identifiable and that they explain the reasons for 

decisions. 
g. provide a means of improving the delivery of services to the community 
h. set out the respective responsibilities of members and officers of the Council and how they 

inter-relate. 
The Democracy and Standards Committee, chaired by Councillor Suresh Patel, has established a 
Task and Finish Group, to carry out a review of the council's Constitution to ensure that it complies 
with legislative provisions and represents best practice. It wishes to develop a Constitution that 
reflects the values of the new council, is transparent, accountable, efficient, accessible, inclusive, 
concise and facilitates accountable decision-making. 
Why we are consulting 
Please see below a link to the current Constitution. 

• Current West Northamptonshire Council Constitution, July 2021 (PDF 2,593KB) 
Reports with consultation feedback and proposed amendments to the Constitution will be made to 
the Democracy and Standards Committee and Cabinet during the Autumn, before adoption of the 
new Constitution at the full Council meeting on 2 December 2021. 
Please tell us your views by completing this questionnaire. Your feedback will be part of a report 
with many other people’s feedback, so you will not be personally identified. 
Alternatively, you can email or send your comments in by post using the contact details below. 
If you have any queries, comments or would like a copy of this questionnaire in another format 
(including paper) you can contact us by email or post. Our contact details are as follows: 
Email address: tracy.tiff@westnorthants.gov.uk 
Postal address:  

Tracy Tiff 
Deputy Democratic Services Manager 
Democratic Services 
West Northamptonshire Council 
The Guildhall, St Giles Square 
Northampton 
NN1 1DE 

https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/west-northamptonshire-council-constitution-review/user_uploads/constitution-final.pdf
mailto:tracy.tiff@westnorthants.gov.uk?subject=West%20Northamptonshire%20Council%20Constitution%20review%202021
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This consultation will run from Monday 2 August to midnight on Tuesday 31 August 2021. 
For information about how consultation and engagement responses are managed, please see 
the consultation and engagement privacy notice. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GRANT FUNDING 

Future High Street Grant Funding 
On Tuesday 13 July Cabinet approved the use of the ring fenced Future High Street Grant Funding 

for the £8.44m project for the Northampton Market Square 
redevelopment. The work is expected to start next summer and 
be completed by 31 March 2024. 
The design proposals for the project include fixed permanent 
market stalls, an events space and a water feature, which will be 
installed as the central attraction that provides everyday 

animation within the square. 
The square will be resurfaced with a combination of new robust paving and re-using the existing 
cobble setts as a clear feature. New street furniture, lighting services, drainage and public art will 
also be included.  In December, it was announced that Northampton was one of 73 successful towns 
to be awarded Future High Streets funding by the government. The fund's aim is to renew and 
reshape town centres and high streets in a way that drives growth, improves experience and ensures 
future sustainability. 

Children in Need Main Grants Funding 
I thought you might like to know that the BBC Children in Need Main Grants Programme is still 
open. https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/ 

 

 
 
Programme  

  

Programme Area 

  

Programme 

Deadline 

Decisions 

Communicated 
Location 

Small Grants 

Programme  

Broad-based funding (Up to 

3 years) 

11.30am, October 

6th, 2021 
February 2022 UK wide 

 
 
 
 

https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/privacy_policy/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/?fbclid=IwAR2Ct7ZeEJry8u2lciJtjSavRV2OUpHmCCssAOH_eJVCttKLMK4MgH8i-uc
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HOUSING 

Rough Sleeper Accommodation Programme (RASP) 
On 13 July 2021. Cabinet approved an increase in the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) capital 
programme by £1.32m to acquire ten 1-bedroom properties for the Rough Sleeper Accommodation 
Programme, funded from Homes England grant and HRA borrowing. On 1 July 2021 (deadline for 
submission), an application for funding 
was submitted (subject to Cabinet 
approval) for the Government’s Rough 
Sleeper Accommodation Programme 
(RSAP), which covers the West 
Northamptonshire Council area. The 
aim of RSAP is to provide 
accommodation for rough sleepers; 
available as long-term assets, and 
accompanying support services to 
achieve a sustainable reduction in 
rough sleeping. A combination of 
funding from both the HRA and Homes England is required to purchase ten 1- bedroom properties 
to help support rough sleepers. The funding application also includes a proposal for revenue funding 
for a Tenancy Sustainment Officer (fixed term for 2.5 years) to work with rough sleepers identified 
as part of the programme to help them into more settled accommodation.  
The Rough Sleeper Accommodation Programme (RSAP) is part of a range of measures to meet the 
Government’s commitment to ending rough sleeping, including the former Rough Sleeper Initiative 
and the Next Steps Accommodation Programme (NSAP) funding bids. The RSAP prospectus can be 
found here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/.../attachment_dat a/file/994775/RSAP_2021-
24_Prospectus.pdf  

 

TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 

Call for a safe pedestrian crossing in Northampton 
On 15 July, West Northamptonshire Council backed a motion for a safe pedestrian crossing at a busy 
junction in Northampton.   The motion read 'As a public authority we have a duty to ensure our 
residents’ safety, and this includes on our roads.  Hundreds of students and vulnerable residents 
have had no choice but to cross the very busy, unsafe junction of the Billing Road and Rushmere 
Road in Northampton.  'The junction does not have any safe pedestrian crossing points. 
In response to the motion, it was agreed that the Council would explore ways of making the 

Rushmere Road and Billing Road traffic light junction a safe place for 
children, adults and vulnerable residents to cross.  The Northampton 
Borough Council had been discussing it with officers for some time and 
schemes are currently being looked at and drawn up to bring the 
scheme forward.  West Northamptonshire Council said that whilst they 
could not yet give a firm commitment on the date, it was being worked 
on and they have got to find the money.  It was agreed that it was a 

top priority in order to secure the safety, particularly of children in that area. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat?fbclid=IwAR2mGSKzHmQVrYEqAhJThbbrI95J8-Uk1oDK4b9uBnGWA_1Wvxht6eQv18A
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National Cycle Network 
A significant investment in upgrades to the National Cycle Network was unveiled on Friday 30 July 
as part of a commitment to make it easier for people to choose active forms of travel. The 
announcement coincides with the DfT’s introduction of the 2021/22 Capability Fund. It's a 
£30million revenue funding stream allocated to all local authorities in England, outside of London, 
to help them plan for good quality active travel infrastructure and to support behaviour change 
programmes. The Fund is supported by a ‘Moment of Change’ guidance publication for local 
authorities. The guidance enables authorities to support commuters to make active travel choices 
when returning to workplaces post-pandemic and is also released under the Summer of Cycling and 
Walking banner. 

I have received an enquiry as to whether 
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) 
intends to access this fund to improve rural 
and inter urban connectivity. By converting 
old train lines that criss cross 
Northamptonshire into cycle paths. For 
example, Olney could be linked to 
Northampton providing links for Hackleton, 
Horton, Brafield and other locations on the 
way. As the old line goes directly to 
Northampton station it might mean that 

commuters could safely cycle rather than drive. Is this something you would like WNC to consider? 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Rail Central. 
Ashfield Land, the promoter and developer for Rail Central, the proposed Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchange (SRFI) and logistics hub near Northampton, together with JV delivery partner, GLP, have 
put the project on pause. The project had been under review to enable additional highways surveys 
and assessments to be completed. An application was submitted in late 2018 and accepted by the 
Planning Inspectorate (PINS) for examination. The application was subsequently withdrawn 
(October 2019) by Ashfield Land and GLP following views expressed by PINS that additional 
highways improvements would be beneficial. 
Andrew Fisher, Managing Director of Ashfield Land, said: ...for now, we are pausing the project and 
will return to it when the opportunity is right. 

Surface Dressing, Main Road, Hackleton 
On 12 August, I was advised by WNC about the road closure at Main Road, Hackleton. I was then 
told by one of the residents that Brafield Road in Horton was also closed at the same time for 3 

days. As I was unaware of this, I alerted the Council to this problem.  
I said that even if the second closure wasn't one of ours then we 
should have known why the closure was taking place. I was told that 
Anglian Water was currently in Horton carrying out works. They 
were due to leave the following day. 
https://one.network/?tmi=GB20960074. Highways were working 
with WNC regulations team to get Anglian Water to speed up their 
works. However, they were also looking at an alternative route for 

https://one.network/?tmi=GB20960074&fbclid=IwAR2A6PKUXVRc25g8z_v33gVEpSkSK7OjXi8GilMpeobrnt-7lAfhu6ABiqs


Councillor Steve Clarke 
HACKLETON AND GRANGE PARK 

 

 

27 

the highways diversion and they would be asking WNC to permit us to use Denton Road, which is 
part of the Anglian Water diversion route. 
After chasing Highways, they apologised for not replying sooner. The works had been completed 
and the Anglian Water diversion was used for traffic. I am told that we did, however, have traffic 
waiting for some time (approx. 15 minutes) at each closure end to allow us to carry out our works. 
Instead of closing the road for sweeping on 13 August WNC Highways were permitted to have use 
of mobile works which meant motorists could access as usual. From Monday 16 August, Highways 
carried out the second sweep under mobile works, but it closed the road to reinstate the road 
markings.  WNC hoped the information would assist residents and they apologised for the 
inconvenience experienced. I have been promised that Highways will be speaking with the 
permitting team at WNC to ensure that a clash of this nature does not happen again. 
 

POLICE FIRE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

Changes to the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 
Keeping items like knuckledusters, throwing stars 
and zombie knives in private is now illegal following 
changes to the law brought about by the Offensive 
Weapons Act 2019.  This is the first part of new 
legislation; the rest of the act will commence later in 
the year and will bring in important developments 
that will help police address the growing issue of 
online sales of knives.  The new law will also place 
responsibility onto delivery firms to conduct age 
verification at point of delivery. Whilst most young 
people in West Northamptonshire are not involved 
in this type of activity, I know that it is something 
which our communities are concerned about and Northants Police are continuously working with 
partners to prevent the small minority becoming drawn into violent crime.  
 

CULTURE HERITAGE & SPORT 

Heritage Open Days 
Historic buildings, churches and venues across West Northamptonshire will be open to the public 
for free from Friday 10 to Sunday 19 September, as part of the national Heritage Open Days event. 

The four-day event, coordinated locally by West 
Northamptonshire Council and run by 
volunteers, is a once-a-year opportunity to 
explore some of the area’s unique historic 
buildings and sites, many of which are usually 
restricted access or charge for entry. The 900-
year-old Delapre Abbey will open its doors to 
the public free of charge, including tours of the 
walled gardens and talks by local historians, 
covering the Battle of Northampton and the 
Eleanor Cross. Visit the WNC website for more 

information and links to the booking system and the Heritage Open Days website. 


